Tim, thank you for your continued support
and commitment to fundraising for AfriKids.

As you know, your funds are linked to Mary, who works at the AfriKids
Academy. The Academy provides free IT classes to all middle school leavers in
the Bolgatanga district of the Upper East Region and also to adults who need
training in teaching IT. The Academy has been in operation since April 2006
and has trained close to 2,000 people in IT skills.

Mary originally joined the Academy through Operation Fresh Start, a project
that tackles child trafficking. Mary is in charge of all the secretarial work
linked to the Academy and some of her work even generates income,
contributing to the sustainability of the project.

Thank you Kids
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Alot of AfriKids Ghana’s work focuses on tackling complex ingrained local
problems including child trafficking and child labour. However, as part of our
core activities a big focus is the sustainability of the organisation, within the
context of a healthy and growing local economy. We strongly believe that there
is little point in improving children’s lives if they have no prospects in their
home region to look forward to. Improving the skills base of the young
community, and in particular IT literacy which is increasingly required for
skilled employment is one way in which we are doing this. IT literacy is
included in Ghana’s national curriculum but in reality very few schools have
the resources or funding to make this a possibility, particularly in the north of
the country where electricity supplies, let alone computer labs are hard to

come by.

“I started attending the Academy 3 years ago.
When I came at first I knew nothing at all. Now
I can boot a computer, use Word and Excel, I
can laminate, make photocopies, print
documents and bind books. When I left school I
went to Kumasi and stayed for 3 years. I
thought I'd never come back to Bolgatanga.
When Operation Fresh Start came along, I
joined the programme, came back to
Bolgatanga, and started vocational training
under Sebastian. Without AfriKids I would have
remained in Kumasi and my parents would
never have seen me again. The AfriKids
Academy is, to me, both a training centre, and a
job that has totally changed my life.”

Mary Akuta (pictured to the right) AfriKids
Academy graduate and staff member




